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JLNTHE HISTORY OF MARYLAND PUBLISHED 
by the Maryland Historical Society in 1974, 
William Lloyd Fox refers to the College of 
Notre Dame of Maryland as "the first Ro- 
man Catholic College for women in the 
United States."1 This distinction, together 
with some geographical and architectural 
circumstances, give the institution histori- 
cal significance. The seventeenth-century 
origins of the property and its location in 
nineteenth century Govanstown give it geo- 
graphical interest. The style of its early 
buildings and the professional stature of 
their designers give it architectural interest. 
Its pioneering in the movement of nine- 
teenth-century women for educational op- 
portunities equal to those of men, and its 
survival in character as a liberal arts college 
in the twentieth-century economic crisis 
that closed so many of its sister colleges, 
give it educational interest. 

The geographical setting of the College 
originates, in title, in colonial grants. On 
April 17,1696 Job Evans assigned to James 
Butler two hundred twenty-five acres of 
"woodful" land "not patented known by the 
Name of Job's Addition." On April 18,1696 
James Butler received the patent for this 
tract "in the ... County of Baltimore above 
the Flodd of Patapsco River in the woods."2 

William B. Marye places Notre Dame on 
this tract.3 

When the School Sisters of Notre Dame 
bought their first thirty-three acres from 
David Ferine and Joseph Reynolds on April 
17, 1871 for $800 an acre,4 it was still the 
"woodful" land of the Evans assignment to 
Butler; but land in the area had been de- 
veloped into the estates of William T. Wal- 
ters, Enoch Pratt and A. S. Abell and old 
St. Mary's Church was neighbor. 

Sister Bridget Marie Engelmeyer is Archivist and 
Associate Professor of English of the College of Notre 
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In the chain of title is a reference to a 
lane through the land of the Orphans Home 
founded by Reverend James Dolan. Both 
the Home and land have relevance here. 
Father Dolan's church, St. Patrick's, was 
near the foot of Broadway where ships 
docked, often carrying immigrants from 
Ireland's potato famine, some having died 
in passage leaving orphaned children. The 
Home was the priest's haven for these chil- 
dren.'5 In the Archdiocesan archives there 
is a letter from the School Sisters of Notre 
Dame to the Archibishop of Baltimore, ask- 
ing approval for the acquisition of a lane 
leading to York Road and belonging "to the 
late Father Dolan of St. Patrick's." The 
letter, dated March 7, 1878, explains: "We 
are desirous of securing this lane as a pri- 
vate entrance to our Institution in order to 
prevent strangers from encroaching on our 
grounds ..." Today this thoroughfare, 
called Notre Dame Lane, is a cul de sac 
ending at the Notre Dame property line. 

The 1873 catalogue of the Notre Dame 
Collegiate Institute for Young Ladies, fore- 
runner of the College, describes the setting 
of its first building. It is 

about three miles north of the Washington 
Monument of Baltimore city. 
The surrounding country is well known for 
its beauty and healthfulness. It is three 
hundred and fifty feet above tide, or about 
two hundred and fifty above the more ele- 
vated parts of Baltimore. 

In former times [the area] was selected 
by the few wealthy who occupied country 
seats near Baltimore for the site of their 
dwellings; and, since it has been opened to 
general access by the various new roads, 
especially by Charles Street Avenue, it has 
been the favorite location for the handsom- 
est suburban residences. The knoll occu- 
pied by the Institution rises gently forty or 
fifty feet above the surrounding country 
and affords magnificent views of the dis- 
tant city and Chesapeake Bay.6 
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The view of the distant city was a fright- 
ening sight when on February 8, 1904 stu- 
dents and faculty watched the Baltimore 
fire and all night "could see the flames 
leaping up to the skies."7 

Access, the catalogue continues, is 
"pleasant and varied. Charles Street Ave- 
nue, on which the Institution fronts, is the 
most beautiful drive out of Baltimore." The 
York Road Passenger Railway is a third of 
a mile east and "on the west Wyndhurst 
Avenue leads from Charles Street Avenue, 
one quarter of a mile, to the station of 
Steam Railway Company."8 By 1882 this 
company had become "the recently com- 
pleted Baltimore and Delta Railway" on 
which trains pass every hour, and their 
Wyndhurst Avenue stop is called Notre 
Dame Station. Until 1954, the last year the 
trains operated, Notre Dame Station was 
listed on the time table. The Maryland and 
Pennsylvania Railroad was then the 
owner.9 The ride to Notre Dame Station 
from the School Sisters of Notre Dame 
farm in Glen Arm was an adventure in 
courtesy. A wave of the hand to the engi- 
neer slowed the on-coming train to a halt 
for boarding. The conductor was host as 
well as ticket-taker and shortened the way 
with entertaining conversations upon men 
and matters as they flowed out of his daily 
travels. 

In 1873 the sisters bought an adjoining 
six and two-thirds acres from Lewis Turner 
"for the purpose of securing a spring of 
excellent drinking water which we wished 
to use in the new building," they write; and 
add that it "was considered very valuable 
on account of this spring." They paid $1500 
an acre for it—almost double the price of 
the Perine purchase.10 Frederick F. Benzin- 
ger, a lawyer of some prominence, n repre- 
sented them and is mentioned in the con- 
veyance.12 

That same year circumstances arose that 
made necessary an additional purchase of 
twenty-two and a fraction acres from the 
estate of Thomas Troxell. This brought the 
total acreage to sixty-two. The sisters re- 
cord the circumstances: 

Bought Montrose from Mrs. Troxell for 
forty-five thousand dollars. This property 
adjoins our property on the east. The 
boundary line was very near the house and 
at this time it was reported that a club 

designed to buy the place and arrange it for 
the accommodation of the fast drivers on 
Charles St. Avenue. As such would have 
been most objectionable for the school and 
convent and as minor considerations had 
already led us to think of buying Montrose 
at some later date, it was concluded to 
prevent a club house being so near the 
convent we had better make an arrange- 
ment to secure Montrose for our own pur- 
pose and buy it at once. For this purpose 
we applied to the Balto. Equitable Society 
for the loan of $50,000.13 

A Notre Dame account book entry for June 
19, 1873 gives another reason for the pur- 
chase of Montrose: "This purchase was un- 
avoidable on account of the connection of 
the water supply of the two places. The 
improvements necessary to obtain water 
for the new building would have encroached 
upon the water supply at Montrose, and 
thus have given rise to continued contro- 
versy between the owners of that property 
and the sisters."14 The Montrose property 
had the use of a spring on adjoining prop- 
erty of Benjamin W. Woods. The sisters 
had already bought the Turner land with 
the expensive spring on it. The finding of 
these springs by an early owner of the tract 
had given it its name, "Sheredine's Discov- 
ery." 

A pure water source was a constant con- 
cern. In May 1903 the students were sent 
home because of an outbreak of typhoid 
fever. The infection had come from an arte- 
sian well in Embla Park which supplied the 
water to the school; a workman had 
"flushed out the wells with a spring water 
that had surface drainage."10 The experi- 
ence resulted in the installation of an arte- 
sian well at Notre Dame.16 

The Baltimore Equitable Society granted 
the loan requested for Montrose, with an 
encumbrance on the first property as se- 
curity.17 The purchase price in the June 19, 
1873 deed of conveyance to the School Sis- 
ters was $25,534.50 with a $10,000 mort- 
gage to be paid off and two ground rents to 
be redeemed at $7,937.50 and $1,528.18 

The architectural descriptions that 
follow19 are for the nineteenth century 
buildings, and for one of the early twentieth 
century because it was, in effect, part of the 
original building plan. 

The first building was completed in 1873. 
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It is in the French Second Empire style, is 
composed of red brick and is five stories 
high. It has these details: a mansard roof, 
circular dormers, a boxed cornice, decora- 
tive frieze roof trim; flat-topped windows 
on the first story, round arched on the 
second, third and fourth stories, all double 
hung with four-over-four lights. Decora- 
tive spring courses are on all exterior walls; 
a slightly projecting pedimented section 
breaks the repetitive elements on the east- 
ern and western elevations. At the top is a 
bell tower with a cross. 

Over the years two side entrances have 
been shifted but only the front entrance 
has been radically changed. Stone steps 
originally led directly to a heavy wood- 
panelled double door. 

The architect's drawing, reproduced in 
early catalogues, projected two wings, mak- 
ing a cross formation—the vision of Sister 
Ildephonsa Wegman, an artist and the first 
Directress of the school. One wing, the An- 
nex, was built twenty-four years later as 
planned. A newspaper account of its dedi- 
cation refers to the original building and 
says that Sister Ildephonsa "made a special 
visit through the country to secure plans 
from other institutions of the kind."20 The 
other wing materialized as a detached 
building in 1910. 

J. Crawford Neilson, an associate of J. 
Rudolph Niernsee, was the architect. He 
had had previous civil engineering training 
in Europe. Among his designs were Latrobe 
House, Greenmount Cemetery chapel, Cal- 
vert, Camden and Hillen Stations, the 
Academy of Music21 and St. John Evangel- 
ist Church.22 

Samuel Adams was the builder. He and 
his brother John were owners of an adjoin- 
ing estate which they had called "Ever- 
green." Samuel was an early friend and 
adviser of the sisters. He had "found" the 
land for them and when the real estate 
broker, William Scharf, gave him $315 as 
half of the sales commission, he donated it 
to the convent. Having confidence in Mr. 
Adams, the sisters gave him the work of 
constructing the new building.23 The agree- 
ment was by commission rather than by 
contract—an arrangement they came to re- 
gret.24 When the cost rose from $80,000 to 
$150,000 through Mr. Adams' acknowl- 
edged miscalculations,25 a law suit threat- 

ened and arbitration proceedings followed 
through 1876.26 A. Leo Knott, noted lawyer 
and political figure, represented the sisters 
in the settlement.27 

Following is a comment on the architec- 
ture from a European point of view. Sister 
Ildephonsa had been criticized for wide cor- 
ridors and many windows in the building. 
In a letter to Mother Caroline, the Ameri- 
can superior, dated May 31, 1873, Mother 
Theresa, the international superior, wrote 
from Munich, Germany: "The many win- 
dows and broad corridors should not 
frighten you. We build that way here, also, 
so that in school institutions and the 
generalate there is one window after an- 
other like a bird house."28 

Neither the date nor the architect of 
Montrose is recorded. Some reasoned con- 
jectures, thought inconclusive, expand the 
history of this part of the campus. They 
may provide clues. 

As Baltimore stretched north in the sec- 
ond half of the nineteenth century, it estab- 
lished perimeters not only of space but of 
time. Structures have been dated according 
to the position of their front doors—those 
facing east, before Charles Street extended, 
c. 1850, those facing west, after the exten- 
tion. Montrose faces west. 

Montrose architecture tends toward 
Greek classicism. It has fluted Corinthian 
columns; blocks topped by urns on either 
side of the steps leading to the portico. 
Windows of the first and second stories are 
double hung six over six with marble lintels 
and sills, simple frames, and a bracketed 
slab serving as a cornice. The third story 
windows are smaller, the roof is dominated 
by two chimneys which flank a cupola. The 
lower first floor windows have decorative 
iron grill work protection. There is a back 
portico similar to but not as formal as the 
front. The red brick and marble trim is 
typical of Baltimore architecture. The City 
was rich in such resources: the clay soil 
provided material for the bricks and the 
quarries provided the marble.29 

The writer is indebted to Sister Ian Stew- 
art, who lived for a time at Montrose, for 
the observation that Montrose and Ever- 
green House are alike in design. Montrose 
is Evergreen in miniature. It is less preten- 
tious and without additions. Before 1957 
the exterior was painted yellow, as Ever- 
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green House still is; possibly in the tradi- 
tion of early Baltimore exteriors. The wall 
that separates the two properties is still the 
same yellow. The paint was removed from 
Montrose brick at the recommendation of 
the architect of adjacent Doyle Hall when 
that building was erected in 1959. 

The side door opens to a small entrance 
hall in which there is a staircase leading to 
the upper stories and brightened by a sky- 
light. On the first floor it meets a corridor 
the length of the building. To the left of 
this corridor are two rooms separated by 
the side entrance hall and to the right one 
large room. The second floor has the same 
plan. The third floor has been changed by 
some partitions. Ceilings have plaster de- 
signs and there are marble mantles over 
fireplaces throughout. 

It has been taken for granted that James 
Malcolm was the owner who had the man- 
sion built.30 In 1854 he acquired the first 
nineteen and a fraction acres from Benja- 
min W. Woods who "demised, granted, 
leased and to form let to him all that piece 
or parcel of ground set and lying in Balti- 
more County ... being part of the Land 
known as "Sheridine's Discovery" together 
with all the improvements thereon made" 
for the yearly rent of $476.25, redeemable 
for $7937.60. In 1859 he acquired another 
three and a fraction acres for the yearly 
rent of $91.68, redeemable for $1528.31 Ap- 
parently there is no residence on the prop- 
erty; in the next conveyance improvements 
are distinguished from buildings. 

Malcolm was a young lawyer at the time. 
He had read law in the office of J. Mason 
Campbell and, according to the Polk 
Matchett Directory for 1853-54, was prac- 
ticing at 27 Lexington Street and living at 
928 Baltimore Street. The next year no 
dwelling is listed, but in 1856-57 his resi- 
dence became Baltimore County and re- 
mained so until his death in 1864 "at his 
home on Charles St., Baltimore." His 
professional reputation may be judged by 
the report that at the announcement of his 
death the Superior, Common Pleas and 
City Circuit Courts closed.32 

It is reasonable to suppose that it was 
Malcolm who had the mansion built and 
that it was built after 1854 when he bought 
the property and before 1856 when his ad- 
dress becomes Baltimore County. 

The name "Montrose" also associates 
Malcolm with its origins. Malcolm was the 
name of four kings of Scotland during the 
tenth to twelfth centuries. One of them was 
the grandson of David I who gave the 
charter to a burgh on the North Sea, called 
Montrose. Malcolm's religious affiliations 
were also Scotch. He was trustee of the 
Central Presbyterian Church.33 Here a de- 
ceptive guide beckons. Malcolm had mar- 
ried Rachel Cole in 1846.34 Her grandfather, 
George Milleman was the architect of the 
Second Presbyterian Church.35 According 
to early accounts Milleman was respected 
as "a self-instructed architect but a man of 
taste and judgment."36 and the designer of 
important buildings. Among them were the 
Court House of 1805 and of 1832.37 The 
chapter on "Old Court Houses of Mary- 
land" in an 1899 monograph describes a 
court house authorized by the 1805 legis- 
lature, to be built on Calvert and Lee 
Streets: 

The plans, which were drawn by George 
Milliman, provided for a building of the 
colonial style, two lofty stories in height 
fronting 145 feet on Lexington St. (then 
called Church Street) with a depth of 65 
feet. It was to be raised upon an elevation 
of about 20 feet above the present grade of 
Calvert Street, so as to minimize the diffi- 
culties of the steep hill, and was to be 
surmounted by a graceful cupola. These 
plans were carried out in every important 
detail... and in conception and execution 
it was a good example of the simple, digni- 
fied architecture of the early part of the 
century."38 

Milliman's death in 1850 and Malcolm's 
purchase of the Montrose property in 1854 
remove the former ostensibly from the list 
of possible Montrose architects; but the 
impression persists that Malcolm and his 
wife would have used the advice if not the 
plans of Rachel's grandfather in building 
their new home. He was buried from her 
father's house.39 

At Malcolm's death his administrators 
placed the following advertisement in the 
Baltimore American and Commercial Ad- 
vertiser oi April 19, 1865: 

Country Residence for Sale 
That desirable property known as Mon- 
trose the residence of the late James Mai- 
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colm, beautifully situated on the Charles 
Street avenue, about three miles from the 
city. The property embraces TWENTY- 
THREE [sic] ACRES, is located between 
the avenue and York road and can he 
reached by the cars of the Towsontown 
Railway. The Mansion is approached by a 
Carriage Drive from the avenue. The 
grounds are tastefully laid out and the 
Premises and Walks completely shaded by 
Trees, Shrubbery &c. The place is well 
stocked with Choice Fruits, an abundance 
of Flowers and a vegetable garden of capac- 
ity sufficient for the wants of the family. 
The improvements consist of a substantial 
modern two story and a half DOUBLE 
BRICK DWELLING embracing an ele- 
gant Library, Drawing Room and Dining 
Room on the first floor. The entire prem- 
ises are supplied throughout with Gas and 
Spring Water. An ICE HOUSE, recently 
built on the most approved plan, STA- 
BLES accommodating 8 Horses, GAS 
HOUSE &c. The situation is one of the 
most healthy and attractive in the vicinity 
of Baltimore. 

Thomas F. Troxell bought the property 
subject to two ground rents.40 

The next change of ownership brings 
Montrose into the hands of the School Sis- 
ters of Notre Dame. This suggest another 
possible architect: J. Crawford Neilson, the 
designer of the Notre Dame building then 
being completed.41 Dates do not preclude 
him; he would have been in his early thirties 
in 1850 and was a practicing architect in 
Baltimore. On the deed which conveyed 
Montrose to the School Sisters of Notre 
Dame, he witnessed the signature of 
Mother Mary Barbara, their representa- 
tive.42 

Ground was broken for the south wing of 
the building March 19, 1895.43 The wing 
was completed in 189644 and was known as 
the Annex. It is four stories high, is con- 
structed of red brick, has a mansard roof 
and a cornice less elaborate than that of 
the main building. Its dormers are pedi- 
mented; the first story windows are flat 
topped, the second and third stories, round 
arched. The stained glass windows of the 
chapel are on two elevations. A small bal- 
cony rests on the pillared entrance to the 
sisters' apartments. Gold script on the 
transom announces that it is the Notre 
Dame Convent. It has a tower with a Celtic 
cross. 

Baldwin and Pennington were the archi- 
tects and their specifications are recogniz- 
able as accomplished details: 

The front entrance portico will be con- 
structed with two cast iron columns and 
two half pilasters against walls with fluted 
shafts, moulded bases and Tuscan capitals, 
with egg mould and enrichments, set upon 
granite plinth blocks, well anchored; and 
with moulded cornice and architraves of 
the same order finished with a balustrade 
with pedestals and turned balusters and a 
moulded panelled ceiling, all of galvanized 
iron of best quality, secured and con- 
structed upon a strong framework of wood 
upon the columns. 

About the cross the specifications say it 
"will be made of copper, gilt with gold leaf, 
secured by an IVi" rod let down into the 
centre post of roof." The bricks for the 
building, the specifications provide "must 
be well burnt hand made;" but if "the Con- 
tractor proposes to use machine made 
bricks, only those made from tempered clay 
will be allowed... ."45 

Neilson was near retirement at the time; 
whether for that reason or another, the 
architects chosen were Francis E. Baldwin 
and Josiah Pennington and they treated 
Neilson's design of the main building with 
respect and sensitivity. The firm of E. 
Brady & Sons was the builder.46 Other 
Baldwin and Pennington designs were the 
old City College, Mount Royal Station (now 
the Maryland Institute of Art), the Mary- 
land Club and Mercy Hospital.47 History 
came full circle in 1968 when the Annex 
chapel was renovated and windows needed 
to match the memorial stained glass. They 
were found in old St. John's Church on 
Valley Street—architect, J. Crawford Neil- 
son,48 builder, Samuel Adams.49 

Economy Hall was built in 1901 to serve 
as laundry, kitchen and bakery.50 George 
Archer was the architect, John Walters, the 
builder.51 In the Baltimore City directories 
of the time, George Archer is listed in bold 
letters as architect with offices in the Cen- 
tral Bank Building, 3 E. Lexington St. In 
his plans Mr. Archer included a "subway" 
from the main building; "a desirable feature 
for it will keep the sisters from being ex- 
posed to the inclemency of the weather,"52 

they said. Then they were the cooks, the 
bakers and the laundresses. 



A Maryland First 191 

FIGURE 1. 
Bachrach & Bro. view of side of Administration Building, the original building, later Gibbons Hall. Around 

1880. 

The building is constructed of red brick, 
has a round arched entrance, tall smoke 
stack, stone lintels with flaring head and 
end stones and is connected to what was 
originally the workmen's residence and the 
gas house. The residence is a square build- 
ing with a large pyramidal roof capped with 
a cupola. The gas house, now a garage, has 
a brick arched entrance infilled with stucco; 
a statue of St. Joseph in an alcove under 
the roof, having the inscribed date 1884. 

The wooden gazebo, probably erected 
with the main building around 18735:! has 
an elevator and steps descending to the 
underground store room where vegetables 
were kept. At the side is a trap door leading 
to what was the ice house, i.e., the place 
where ice, chopped from the lake, was 
stored for refrigeration purposes.54 The lake 
had been made by the sisters at the south- 

east end of the property. There are many 
photographs, some showing the "Lady of 
the Lake," the boat which Father Griffin, 
their teacher,55 had given the students. One 
photograph, showing students at the rustic 
fence, has the title "Lake Pius IX," no 
doubt in honor of the reigning Pope.56 Else- 
where it is called Lake of the Lindens. 

On the Homeland Avenue boundary of 
the property a wilderness was cleared in 
1888 for a burial ground for the sisters. The 
fence, still there, was procured from the old 
Cathedral Cemetery.57 A mortuary chapel 
of grey stone and octagonal shape, was built 
to receive the remains of Mother Mary 
Theophila, an early administrator at the 
college, who died in 1904.58 The chapel has 
a conical roof with a wrought iron cross at 
the peak. Sister Meletia and other pioneers 
are in the surrounding cemetery. 
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FIGURE 2. 
Original building before it became Gibbons Hall. College Hall, now Mary Meletia Hall, is to the left. 

About 1920. 

College Hall, later named Mary Meletia 
Hall, was built in 1910.59 It was the replace- 
ment in the original architect's drawing for 
the north wing of the cruciform complex 
intended by Sister Ildephonsa. By this time 
education developments required a sepa- 
rate building. It is a three story U-shaped 
structure of tapestry brick, with Renais- 
sance Revival details. Fronting directly on 
Charles Street, its entrance is separated 
from the rising lawn by a stone balustrade. 
Brick arcading distinguishes the first floor; 
six Corinthian columns and a stone bal- 
cony, each of the second and third floors. 
Red tiles cover the sloping roof. 

Thomas C. Kennedy was the architect 
and Brady and Frainie, the builders.60 

Other Kennedy designs were the Hawley- 
Hutzler House, Calvert Hall (now replaced 
by the Catholic Center) and St. Paul's 
Catholic Church, now called St. Francis 
Xavier.61 

In his specifications for the excavation. 

Kennedy displayed his understanding of 
convent amenities: "The proximity of this 
undertaking to the present building, will 
make it specially incumbent on the con- 
tractor to prohibit unseemly conduct or 
boisterous or improper language on the part 
of his employees. No one so misbehaving 
to be retained. No use of the front road or 
the road between present building and new 
building will be permitted. Horses must not 
be tied to trees, nor is any use to be made 
of the grounds beyond where fills or cuts 
will occur."62 

James Cardinal Gibbons officiated at the 
cornerstone laying May 1, 1910. He was 
assisted by a number of dignitaries, among 
them the Rector of Catholic University, Dr. 
Thomas Shahan.63 The Baltimore Sun for 
May 2, 1910 reported that the students 
wore black dresses and white veils and sang 
the Magnificat and the Cardinal's favorite 
hymn, "Lead Kindly Light." 

The history of the College in education 
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takes us back to 1847 when the School 
Sisters of Notre Dame came to Baltimore 
from Munich, Germany. At the invitation 
of Rev. John N. Neumann, then Vice Prov- 
incial of the Redemptorist Congregation, 
they settled on Aisquith Street in a house 
offered them for purchase by the Redemp- 
torists. (This is the same Father Neumann, 
later Bishop, who was placed in the canon 
of saints by the Catholic Church in 1977). 
The same year they opened three parochial 
schools in Baltimore: St. James, St. Al- 
phonsus, St. Michael; and in the years that 
followed, many others in Maryland and 
other States.64 St. Mary's in Annapolis, for 
example, was staffed in 1867 and the "col- 
ored" school there taken over from public 
administration in 1880.65 By 1852 the sis- 
ters were conducting a private school on 
Aisquith Street and by 1863 had opened an 
academy in a new building there, the pres- 
ent Institute of Notre Dame. The Civil War 
curtailed enrollment at the academy but 
twenty day students and six boarders came 
and the numbers increased.66 

By 1871 the first thirty-three acres of 
the Charles Street Avenue property were 
purchased for the expansion of the Aisquith 
Street school. On September 22, 1873 the 
new campus opened, although news of a 
national calamity again threatened success: 
the night before, as the sisters were lighting 
up the hillside by testing all the gas lights 
at once, they heard of the money panic of 
1873, of New York's Black Friday and of 
the closing of banks and stock exchanges. 
Despite lost fortunes, sixty-three students 
came and the school thrived.67 

Although intended as a part of the Ais- 
quith Street Institute, the new school 
quickly became independent. Adding to its 
academic program it adopted the name 
Notre Dame of Maryland Collegiate Insti- 
tute for Young Ladies, offered a year of 
post-graduate studies and awarded the "de- 
grees" of Mistress of English Literature, 
and of Liberal Arts, Major and Minor. 

The 1873 catalogue announced that lit- 
erature, philosophy, mathematics, history, 
science, the German and French languages, 
music and art were taught. One utilitarian 
study was admitted: book-keeping; proba- 
bly for the better ordering of household 
accounts. In summary, "The system offers 
every advantage for the acquisition of a 

refined and solid education." By 1876 the 
aims are related to the outcomes: "The 
system of education is designed to develop 
the mental, moral and physical powers of 
the pupils; to make them refined, accom- 
plished and useful members of society." 

At the commencement of 1879 Daniel 
Coit Oilman gave the address. It was three 
years after he became the first President of 
Johns Hopkins University. As reported in 
the Baltimore Sun, he remarked that "here 
in Notre Dame the young ladies were 
taught to know the true, the beautiful and 
the good."68 In this classic capsulation of 
the province of liberal education he had 
identified the character of the Notre Dame 
curriculum. He touched also on the pre- 
vailing philosophy that education for 
women must be distinct from that of men. 
Comparing the studies of the Hopkins stu- 
dent with those of the Notre Dame student, 
he said that "the whole duties [sic] of 
women were in a different sphere from that 
of men, although many ladies, by means of 
their pen, had acquired fame, and examples 
were not wanting where females had gov- 
erned kingdoms with marked ability."69 

The Baltimore American and Commercial 
Advertiser added that he recalled the "work 
of religious women under St. Hilda, at 
Whitby, in Yorkshire, who discovered and 
developed the talents of Kaedmon, then a 
tender of cattle, now honored as the pre- 
curser of Milton in sacred poetry."70 

Six years later Frances Benjamin John- 
ston graduated from Notre Dame, Major 
Mistress of English Literature, to join the 
company of St. Hilda et al. She continued 
her art studies at the Julien Art Academy 
in Paris and began a career as a journalist 
writing interviews illustrated by her own 
sketches. Her discovery of some latent ar- 
tistic possibilities of photography and her 
career as pioneer in that field are chronicled 
in her papers in the Library of Congress 
and in published biographical works.71 

In the file at the Library of Congress are 
her Notre Dame examinations, an address 
book with the names of three of the sister- 
faculty recorded, correspondence with fam- 
ilies of other Notre Dame students, and a 
Bachrach photograph of a Notre Dame 
campus scene. She had graduated before 
Father Griffin came to Notre Dame but it 
is possible that as an alumna she enjoyed 
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his photography exhibitions. He was fond 
of entertaining with photographic jokes: 
Father Griffin talking to Father Griffin, for 
instance.'2 

At Notre Dame Frances twice received 
first honors for distinguished conduct and 
observance of the rules. In the Daniel- 
Smock book there is a photograph of her, 
still a very young woman, in her Washing- 
ton studio. She is seated on a stiff-backed 
chair, her long full skirt decorously raised 
over her crossed 'limbs.' Her poised hand 
holds a cigarette, authentically, but with 
the grace of a flower on a stem. It is the 
portrait of a lady who keeps the rules but 
knows that another day is coming. 

Some measure of the prestige of the 
school may be judged by the account of the 
commencement of 1876. It was the centen- 
nial year of the United States. Miss Bessie 
Sharp, niece of President and Mrs. Ulysses 
S. Grant, was a student at the school and 
took the role of Patriotism in "Columbia's 
Fete," a commemorative musical part of the 
program.73 The Chronicle records that 

The exercises were arranged to celebrate 
the Centennial in a patriotic spirit. The 
presence of General Grant, President of the 
United States, Mrs. Grant, his wife, Most 
Rev. J. R. Bayley, Archbishop of Baltimore, 
U. S. Marshal Sharp and wife, Mrs. Dent, 
relatives of the President, Mr. John Lee 
Carroll, Governor of Maryland, Mr. La- 
trobe, Mayor of Baltimore, Commodore 
Ammon & wife of the U. S. Navy and a 
number of other distinguished guests made 
the 13th Commencement a most memora- 
ble and interesting one in the history of the 
school. These distinguished guests partook 
of dinner at 4 P.M., Mrs. Cumberland Du- 
gan presiding. At 7 P.M. all proceeded to 
the Commencement Hall to witness the 
Exercises... 

The Sun and the Baltimore American name 
some of the other distinguished guests; Mr. 
Dent Sharp, Dr. and Miss Ward, Mrs. 
Charles Taney, W. J. Albert Esq. (the Sun 
prints "Mrs. Wm. J. Albert), Mr. and Mrs. 
William Hutton, Mr. and Mrs. Cumberland 
Dugan and Miss Dugan, Col. William 
Boone and wife. Father Litz, Father Ly- 
man. Judge Gilmor, States Attorney A. Leo 
Knott and wife. The American reports that 
Sister Ildephonsa received the guests and 
that  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cumberland  Dugan 

acted as hosts. (The sisters did not then 
attend social functions). The American fur- 
ther reports that the President took Mrs. 
Dugan in to dinner, while Mrs. Grant went 
in on the arm of Archbishop Bayley; and 
that the dinner was catered by Jaques. 

The exercises took place in the "Com- 
mencement Hall" on the fourth floor of the 
original building. The entertainment in- 
cluded the performance of a student ar- 
rangement of "Yankee Doodle" for pianos, 
organs, harps, cithern and violin cithern. It 
was one of the few airs Grant was said to 
recognize. The President conferred the 
honors and an unnamed wit remarked that 
his conquest in crowning the young ladies 
vied with his conquest at Vicksburg. The 
American account concludes: "All of the 
visitors before leaving took occasion to con- 
gratulate Sister Ildephonsa on the success 
of the commencement exercises and of the 
evidence adduced of the worth of Notre 
Dame as an educational institution."74 

The diary of Archbishop Bayley for June 
13, 1876 records the occasion inauspi- 
ciously: "Dined with President Grant, Mrs. 
Grant, Commodore Amman &c. at Notre 
Dame. Remained to much of the Exhibition 
and then came home."75 (The Archbishop 
was the nephew of Elizabeth Ann Seton, 
the first canonized American saint). 

Two years later Bettie Dent, another 
Grant niece, came to the school as a "Little 
Miss." Her mother was probably Anna Eliz- 
abeth Baine, the widow of Mrs. Grant's 
brother, Louis Dent, and the Mrs. Dent 
mentioned as guest at the 1876 commence- 
ment. By 1889 Bessie Sharp was Mrs. J. 
Sumner Petit (sometimes spelled Pettie) 
and in 1900 was one of the incorporators 
and directors of The Alumnae of Notre 
Dame College of Baltimore County. J. Sum- 
ner and Elizabeth Petit on the student list 
for 1902 may be her children. The Balti- 
more American for June 15, 1899, after an 
account of the Notre Dame commence- 
ment, speaks of her presence at the Alum- 
nae Association meeting which followed: 
"Mrs. James Pettit, wife of Colonel James 
Pettit, last military governor of Matanzas, 
who is an alumnae of Notre Dame, will be 
present at the meeting."76 

During 1892 exhibits were prepared for 
the World's Columbian Exposition in Chi- 
cago, commemorating the anniversary of 
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FIGURE 3. 
Class of 1878. Identified thus on original: 1-Nettie Eppley 2-Amy Johnson 2d row-Bessie Sharp No. 2-Agnes 
Ryan. Bessie Sharp was the niece of President and Mrs. Ulysses S. Grant. She played the part of Patriotism 

in the 1876 Commencement, attended by the Grants. 

the discovery of America. They included 
pupil examinations bound in Baltimore 
black and orange, a herbarium, and glass 
slides showing campus views photographed 
by Father Griffin. 

Cardinal Gibbons and many educators 
came for an admiring preview77 and the 
Catholic Educational Executive Committee 
of the Fair afterwards awarded the exhibit 
a Certificate of Merit.78 

The Cardinal's name appears frequently 
in the annals of the school in ways that 
color its history. He had known it in its 
Aisquith Street roots; his own roots had an 
affinity with the location: he had been born 
on nearby Gay Street. His first visit to the 
Charles Street campus was paid in 1877 
shortly after his appointment to the arch- 
bishopric of Baltimore. In the next forty- 
four years many formal and informal visits 
succeeded.79 

In 1886 the house was illuminated to 
celebrate his reception of the Cardinal's 

biretta80 and at the commencement that 
year students wore red sashes in his 
honor.81 He dedicated the Annex when it 
was added in 189682 and presided at the 
commencement of 1899 when the first bac- 
calaureate degrees were given.85 He blessed 
the cornerstone of College Hall when it was 
laid in 1910 and on this occasion spoke of 
his "paternal interest in this admirable in- 
stitution of learning," recalled "the foun- 
dation of it in my own age as a priest" and 
made this prophecy: "If we are to gauge the 
future of Notre Dame by its past, we cannot 
adequately estimate what it confers on the 
family, the nation and society at large."84 

The Cardinal was fond of showing the 
school to his visitors and of having them 
entertained by the sisters and students. In 
1884 many delegates to the Third Plenary 
Council, over which as Archbishop of Bal- 
timore he presided, came.85 In the fall of 
1919 he brought his guest Desire Joseph, 
Cardinal Mercier, Archbishop of Malines, 
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Belgium.86 The resistance of that country 
to the German invasion of World War I, 
was still fresh in the mind of an admiring 
world. 

Not all of the Cardinal's visits were for- 
mal. The daughters of his friends and his 
own two nieces were students at Notre 
Dame and he often came to spend a pleas- 
ant evening with them and the other stu- 
dents and the sisters; remained overnight 
and offered Mass in the chapel in the morn- 
ing. He had his own rooms in the convent 
and wrote many of his works there, with 
the services of the sisters, especially Sisters 
Meletia and Florentine as literary critics.87 

On December 6, 1896 he autographed his 
picture for the new library on the third 
floor where the original chapel had been.88 

As a frail eighty-seven years old Cardinal 
he paid his last call, leaning on the arm of 
his secretary, Father Albert E. Smith.89 It 
was February 18, 1921 and a month or so 
later his long episcopate was over. The 
Cardinal was dead.90 

Sister Mary Meletia Foley had come to 
the campus with the first faculty and in 
1877 had succeeded Sister Ildephonsa as 
Directress. The weakening of prejudice 
against the higher education of women had 
been dramatized by the opening of Vassar 
in 1861. In Maryland, Goucher opened in 
1883 and Hood in 1893. The University of 
London had admitted women in 1878, Ox- 
ford University had established a college 
for women and Cambridge permitted 
women to take the examinations in 1879. 
Notre Dame's curriculum had been devel- 
oping toward a full college program under 
Sister Meletia's leadership. In 1895 she ap- 
plied to the General Assembly of Maryland 
for an amendment to the 1864 charter, to 
authorize the awarding of baccalaureate 
and higher degrees. The authorization was 
given on April 2, 1896, signed by Lloyd 
Lowndes, Governor, William Cabell Bruce, 
President of the Senate, and Sidney E. 
Mudd, Speaker of the House of Delegates.91 

On June 14, 1899 the College gave the 
bachelor degree to six graduates: Helen 
Burr of Lincoln, Nebraska, Catherine 
Walsh Coll and Eileen Regina Coll of Bal- 
timore, Maryland, Dorothea Terice Kilkoff 
of Delaware, Florida, Mary Teresa Curran 
of Andover,   Massachusetts  and  Louise 

FIGURE 4. 
(1. to r.) Sister Meletia Foley and Sister Florentine 
Reilly. Sister Florentine was religious superior and 
ex officio president of the college 1904-1919. Sister 
Meletia was Directress of the school from 1877 to 

1895 and Dean of college from 1895 to 1917. 

Eleanor Power of San Francisco, Califor- 
nia. It was the first time in the United 
States that a Catholic college for women 
had awarded the baccalaureate degree. Car- 
dinal Gibbons presided at the commence- 
ment and Charles Bonaparte, later Secre- 
tary of the Navy (grandson of Betsy Pat- 
terson Bonaparte and grandnephew of Na- 
poleon) gave the address. He complimented 
the School Sisters of Notre Dame for ad- 
vancing the higher education of women and 
said: "Notre Dame of Maryland since its 
foundation has held a high rank among 
Educational Institutions, and we are con- 
fident the College of Notre Dame will ad- 
vance steadily and thoroughly."92 He spoke 
of the values of liberal education and then 
these momentous words: "Here for the first 
time in America a Catholic college for the 
education of young ladies bestows the bach- 
elor's degree."93 

By 1905 four other Catholic colleges for 
women had followed Notre Dame's lead: St. 
Elizabeth's of Convent Station, New Jer- 
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FIGURE 5. 
A group of students from the 1902 and 1903 classes. Front row, 1. to r.: Mary Fitzgerald, Mary Dugan. Second 
row: Helen Shriver, Vertalee Stanton (Cardinal Gibons' niece). Back row: Maud McHale, Kitty Koss, Mary 

Byrd Rouse, Florence Sears, Annie McWilliams, Eleanor Jenkins. 

sey; Trinity in Washington, D.C.; St. Jo- 
seph's in Emmitsburg and St. Angela's 
(later called New Rochelle) of New Ro- 
chelle New York.94 

In October of 1899 Sister Meletia applied 
to the Catholic University of America, then 
undergoing controversial development 
which would permit its enrollment of 
women, for "the same measure of recogni- 
tion accorded to Colleges for men that have 
fulfilled such conditions as are prescribed 
for affdiation." Her letter states that "in 
1895 we re-arranged and added to the Cur- 
riculum of Studies then pursued in our 
Collegiate Institute of Notre Dame of 
Maryland. This was done in an effort to 
place our Institution on an equal plane of 
efficiency with the best Catholic Colleges 
for men, and inferior to none of the existing 
Colleges for women."95 The affiliation was 
granted. 

Implicit in Sister Meletia's letter is Notre 
Dame's answer to the relationship of the 

higher education of women to that of men: 
distinct but equal. The dialectic is clear: 
each by nature prepares for a life work that 
is distinct but equal. So President Oilman 
had explained it at the 1879 commence- 
ment. So Charles Bonaparte had implied at 
the 1899 commencement: 

If [the bachelor degree] assures the world 
that men are trained to be gentlemen, must 
it not also give assurance that you are 
trained to be ladies? Remember, I do not 
say to behave in public like ladies; to be 
taught that is well enough, it is a desirable 
thing, but, after all, it is a small thing. I 
interpret your diploma as meaning a great 
thing, as warranting that you are ladies, in 
truth and fact, and not in mere name and 
semblance—that is to say, it warrants that 
you are worthy specimens of the best and 
highest product of Christian civilization. 
This is what your alma mater says of and 
to each one of you today—the life of each 
must show whether, as to her, this is said 
truly.96 
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Teaching as a career was no great depar- 
ture from the sphere of woman's work. The 
school room was a surrogate for the home 
where young minds and hearts could be 
molded not only by an educated woman's 
knowledge but by the nobility of her nature. 
The student of 1893 is offered this option: 
"Advanced pupils who desire to fit them- 
selves for the profession of teacher may 
pursue an elective course adapted to fit 
them to teach successfully."97 Of a graduate 
of 1901 the record says: "she will teach in 
public schools."98 (She was Louise Balls 
and one of the current Notre Dame faculty 
was her student at the Towson public high 
school). The classes of 1903, 1904 and 1905 
each had an aspiring teacher: one "scored 
a first on the highest grade teacher" ex- 
amination;99 the second "expects to teach 
in a high school;"100 the third "will have to 
teach as her father is an invalid and unable 
to support her; but she is well prepared in 
her life work."101 

At the laying of the cornerstone of Col- 
lege Hall May 1, 1910, the speaker was 
Father Griffin. He was still on the chemis- 
try faculty at Notre Dame but had become 
the Dean of the Science Department at 
Catholic University. College Hall was the 
substitute for the unbuilt second wing of 
the original building. As reported in the 
Baltimore Sun, Dr. Griffin deplored 
changes in education which had replaced 
"culture studies" with "more utilitarian 
ones." "Women colleges," he said, "are not 
exempt. Some of those who manage them 
think they should be the same as those for 
men;" hence "the growing unrest among 
women." 

Pursuing the theme of developments ad- 
versely affecting the education of both men 
and women. Dr. Griffin said: "Deep changes 
have occurred in our system of education 
in the last three decades. Then the courses 
were founded almost entirely on culture 
studies.... Now these studies have been 
displaced by more restricted studies leading 
to an absolute profession. Once it was the 
aim to turn out wise men, now efforts are 
directed to turn out smart men."102 

The 1912 catalogue echoes these anxie- 
ties "that general culture courses" are giv- 
ing way "to more utilitarian subjects of 
study which while  imparting culture to 

some extent, have their chief importance 
in preparing students for their prospective 
life avocation." It grants that "this depar- 
ture from traditional studies may be justi- 
fied in the case of colleges for men," but 
"no similar reason avails for a change in 
our schools for women, where culture in its 
broadest sense must remain the predomi- 
nant aim."103 

The statement has within it the eventual 
resolution of its major concern—the threat 
to the integrity of the liberal arts: Though 
"utilitarian subjects" have their "chief im- 
portance" in career preparation, they im- 
part "culture to some extent." Without 
compromising their character, Notre Dame 
and other liberal arts institutions found 
that utilitarian subjects could be admitted 
if the focus were changed from enrichment 
of the pocketbook to enrichment of the 
mind and heart. There is a rhythm in the 
recurrence of the idea and the concern. In 
1960 at the meeting of the Association of 
American Colleges, Louis Benezet gave the 
dinner speech. He called it "Once More 
Unto the Breach," and in it he said: "To 
some of us there comes a conviction that 
what we seek is more a spirit and attitude 
toward knowlege than a coverage of certain 
subjects." "An engineering course might be 
a liberal experience to a humanist ... if 
taught towards that end. It is what the 
student is moved to think and do about 
knowledge that reveals the liberal ele- 
ment."104 

But in 1912 there was still a distrust of 
"utilitarian" studies for women. The cata- 
logue went on to say: "And as in the train- 
ing of men the subjects of instruction are 
selected with a view to their adaptation to 
modern conditions, an equally effective 
specialization may be obtained in the edu- 
cation of women, by adhering to the older 
and long tried curriculum of culture studies 
which, properly conducted, meet all the 
requirements of true womanhood."105 

Over the years the ideal that a young 
lady's education should be distinguished by 
her womanhood, is unchanging. What 
changes is the texture of life into which her 
womanhood is woven. The pattern shifts 
and with no loss of their endowed nature 
women become doctors, lawyers, engineers, 
as well as teachers; and the curriculum 
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shifts appropriately. A communications 
arts major, e.g., is a response to television. 

The 1912 summing up of the attractions 
of a college for women, might need only an 
expanding curriculum addition for a 1982 
setting: "It is the endeavor of Notre Dame 
of Maryland to impart a training which 
affects the life of woman in all her aspects, 
sending her forth into the world with the 
ability to see, feel and act for herself and 
for others, in the fullness of distinctively 
feminine power that is not an imitation of 
masculine force. This is accomplished by a 
suitable curriculum of which letters, his- 
tory, mathematics, science and philosphy 
are the fundamentals... in an environment 
thoroughly feminine in its mental, social 
and physical activities."106 

Typically, nineteenth century students 
were economically privileged young ladies, 
placed at Notre Dame for an education in 
the best cultural and intellectual tradition. 
They came from socially and professionally 
prominent families. Old Maryland names 
thread the college record: MacSherry, 
Shriver, Dugan, Cooper, Ritchie, Bokel, Al- 
bert, Gilmor, Van Bibber, Cromwell, Wor- 
thington, Evans, Gibson, Mudd, Carroll, 
Jenkins, Edelen, Neal, Merrick among 
them. Most were residents, even when they 
had Baltimore homes. The Chronicle notes 
that on October 9, 1880 the Baltimore pup- 
ils went home for the city's one hundred 
and fiftieth anniversary. Martha Cun- 
ningham was the daughter of Albert B. 
Cunningham, managing editor of the Bal- 
timore Morning Herald and an associate of 
Henry L. Mencken who reminisces about 
him in Newspaper Days?01 

Spanish-American families frequently 
sent their daughters. On November 29, 
1903 three Commissioners from Panama- 
Pablo Arosemena, Frederick Boyd and 
Manuel Amador—in this country to confer 
with President Theodore Roosevelt about 

the canal treaty, paid a visit to Notre Dame 
because of their family connections with 
alumnae and students.108 

As the city grew northward the campus 
became more accessible and more middle 
class students came; as financial help pro- 
grams evolved, students from more varied 
economic backgrounds came. In 1979-80 
sixty-five percent of the students received 
some form of financial aid. 

Enrollment characteristics are, in gen- 
eral, related to the characteristics of the 
times, e.g., the stock market crash of 1929 
and the depression of the thirties slowed 
without halting increases in enrollment; 
the growth of public education, the estab- 
lishment of community colleges created the 
competition of lower cost education; the 
college age population explosive rise and 
then decline expanded and then contracted 
enrollment; racial integration brought the 
first black student in 1951; inter-institu- 
tional cooperation put men on the campus 
through student exchanges; coeducation es- 
tablished in men's colleges challenged en- 
rollment in all women's colleges; increased 
leisure, the woman's liberation movement, 
the "senior citizen" population rise, created 
a market of older-than-usual students and 
to serve them two programs came into ex- 
istence; Continuing Education and the 
Weekend College. This adult enrollment, 
mostly part time, is a new dimension on 
the campus. In the fall of 1981 the Registrar 
reported 560 full time students and 1072 
part time students, all but a few of the 
latter in the adult program; 41 were men.109 

The geographical distribution of students 
has this interesting constant: until the late 
nineteen seventies, regardless of numbers, 
the proportion of students from Maryland 
in each year was about 50 percent. Here are 
sample years. The first year includes lower 
level students; the last two, college only.110 

Geographical Percentages Number 

Year 
Total 

Enrollment Md. 
48% 

D.C. 
12% 

Other 
States 
33% 

Other 
Countries 

7% 

of 
Other 
States 

1875-76 125 16 
1925-26 117 48% — 52% — 21 
1970-71 617 51% 2% 45% 2% 21 
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In the later nineteen seventies enroll- 
ment patterns changed. By 1980 there were 
530 full time students of whom 381 or 70 
percent were from Maryland. Part time 
students, virtually all in the Continuing 
Education and Weekend College programs, 
reached 914, predominantly also from 
Maryland.111 

The first faculty was composed of 
twenty-two sisters who were both teachers 
and administrators, a lay woman who 
taught French and a lay man, Spanish.112 

In 1925-26 the college faculty was more 
sharply differentiated from the teachers of 
the lower level. There were seven School 
Sisters of Notre Dame, four priests, five lay 
women and four lay men—a total of 
twenty.113 In 1979-80 there were twenty- 
four sisters, one priest, twenty-three lay 
women and nine lay men on the full time 
faculty—a total of fifty-seven.114 There 
were fourteen part time faculty. 

The first catalogue listing of faculty is in 
the 1913-14 issue; before that, information 
comes from the Chronicle. The statement 
about faculty given for the first time in the 
1912-13 catalogue, is a general description 
of the Chronicle specific listings: "The 
teaching staff of the College consists pri- 
marily of members of the religious order of 
School Sisters of Notre Dame whose train- 
ing and experience have determined their 
efficiency in college work.... Associated 
with the regular staff is a number of in- 
structors and lecturers.... All of these in- 
structors are university men specializing in 
the topics which make their professional 
reputation as teachers and investigators." 
Among those associated members were 
Professor Lucien Odend'hal who taught vo- 
cal music at Notre Dame from 1876 to 1934; 
the 1913 catalogue gives his credentials: 
"Pupil of Cheve, Delsarte, Bataille of the 
Paris Conservatory." Reverend Edmund 
Shanahan from The Catholic University of 
America is on the 1897 faculty list as 
teacher of theology. (Chronicle, September 
14, 1897). Hans Froelicher from Johns 
Hopkins University is in the first catalogue 
listing, 1913, for German. Among those who 
gave series of lectures were Richard Mal- 
colm Johnston, founder of the Pen Lucy 
School in Baltimore, and Professor R. Dor- 
sey Coale from the University of Maryland; 
their programs on literature and the phys- 

ical sciences, respectively, are in the 1887 
catalogue. Reverend John J. Griffin gave a 
number of lecture series; one on the phys- 
cial sciences, included photography and is 
in the 1891 catalogue. When Father Griffin 
was named "supervisor" of chemistry 
(Chronicle, 1897) he was also on the faculty 
of the Catholic University. 

Professional recognition of its educa- 
tional vitality was an early aim of the col- 
lege. As accrediting agencies evolved the 
college sought their approval. It came in 
the following order: 1902 from the Univer- 
sity of New York; 1904 from the National 
Catholic Educational Association; 1924 
from the Middle States Association. It has 
been on the Middle States accredited list 
ever since; this is the highest recognition 
possible. Its 1950 evaluation indicates the 
fidelity of the curriculum to the ideal: 

From the beginning the aims of the College 
have been in general those common to all 
Catholic colleges. Special mention, how- 
ever, should be made of the fact that the 
attainment of these aims has been 
achieved, largely through the instrument of 
a program in the liberal arts. The only 
degree granted is the Bachelor of Arts and 
this represents very well the nature of the 
training given. Very little indeed of an ap- 
plied, or semi-professional, or vocational 
nature had been permitted to enter the 
regular program. While the original con- 
ception of a liberal education has been 
modified slightly in keeping with the edu- 
cational thinking of modern times, the Col- 
lege has persisted from the beginning in its 
avowed purpose of imparting a good liberal 
education in the best sense of the term.115 

This report of the 1980 evaluation visitors 
is typical: "The College presents a program 
of high quality in the liberal arts within a 
setting of physical plant and grounds that 
is attractive, spacious and well maintained 
and provides a valuable combination of pri- 
vacy for reflection and proximity to urban 
variety." "The team concurs with the judg- 
ment of all the constituencies of Notre 
Dame that the College indeed is a 'special 
place' and that its role in higher education 
deserves the best efforts of the commu- 
nity."116 

From Notre Dame's origin as a liberal 
arts college for women, we come to its sur- 
vival. It had a compelling mandate. In the 
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early days when their courage was flagging, 
the sisters received this word from the in- 
ternational head of their congregation in 
Germany: Because of obstacles "we cannot 
hang God's work upon a nail."117 

Each of the two prerogatives considered 
has at one time or another been challenged 
and each has found preservatives in its own 
resources. When job training threatened to 
overwhelm the liberal arts, Notre Dame 
turned the tables by having the liberal arts 
enrich job training—most recently by in- 
augurating a program in the Weekend Col- 
lege permitting nurses to build a baccalau- 
reate degree with liberal arts requirements, 
on their R.N. certification.118 When coed- 
ucation threatened to engulf women's col- 
leges, Notre Dame offered inter-institu- 
tional cooperation, exchanging students 
with other colleges, including men's;119 and 
embarking on a cooperative library that 
was a joint creation of Notre Dame and a 
nearby men's college, Loyola. (The library 
is the first such joint library in Maryland 
and one of the first in the United States. It 
has a separate charter and Board of Trust- 
ees with at-large members as well as college 
representatives).120 When the building of a 
science center was begun to supply curric- 
ulum needs and the expected cost-match- 
ing grant from the State was challenged in 
the courts and lost,121 Notre Dame com- 
pleted the building with funds contributed 
by College constituents. When Mt. St. 
Agnes, a woman's college, merged with 
Loyola and the renewed competition of co- 
education urged Notre Dame toward simi- 
lar action, the College instead found new 
supports in an expansion of recruitment 
and public relations and in the develop- 
ment of the Continuing Education and 
Weekend College programs. 

The tower designed by Crawford Neilson 
and Sister Ildephonsa in 1871 still over- 
looks the city and on a clear winter day 
offers a view of another landmark—the 
Baltimore harbor, "above the Flodd of Pa- 
tapsco River." The tower bells are sounds 
of celebration for a college with deep roots 
in the city and the-state wherein it contin- 
ues to grow. 
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